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Health Sciences Division
Practical Nursing Program
Offered at Main Campus: 761 N. 20th St. DeFuniak Springs, FL. 32433
Emerald Coast Technical College
Practical Nursing Program

Dear Applicant: 

Thank you for your interest in our Practical Nursing Program. This program is designed to help you qualify to obtain a Practical Nurse's license in the State of Florida. Upon completion of the (12) month Vocational Certificate program, which consists of 1,350 hours of study, you will be eligible to take the NCLEX-PN (National Council Licensure Examination for Practical Nurses). After successfully passing the NCLEX-PN, you will be eligible to practice as a Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN).

The need for nurses in our community is continuously growing at a rapid rate. The Practical Nursing Program is the first step to beginning an exciting career as a nurse. This program will prepare you to perform safe, effective nursing care under the direction of a Registered Nurse or Licensed Physician. There is never a better time than now to begin making choices for your future. 

Enclosed you will find an application packet that you will need to read and complete to begin the application process. There is also a checklist that provides information on how to proceed. 

If you have any questions after reading the enclosed information, you may contact Lisa Jones, Student Services Dean, at 850.892.1240 ext. 5182, or email at JonesL@walton.k12.fl.us. You can also contact me at 850.892.1240 ext. 5171, or email at deza.smith@walton.k12.fl.us. Nursing program information is also available on the program webpage at the address listed below https://www.ectc.edu/practical-nursing-main-campus.html. 

Please be advised that the Practical Nursing Program is a limited access program, admission is not guaranteed, and acceptance is competitive. Emerald Coast Technical College does not discriminate on age, color, disability, marital status, national origin, race, religion, or sex.   To meet program certification requirements, the nursing program carries additional admission requirements.  

I look forward to hearing from you!

Sincerely,

Deza Rae Smith, MSN, RN, CNRN
Chief Nursing Officer
Health Sciences Program Director
Emerald Coast Technical College


Admission Requirements:
The initial application process to be considered for admission to the Practical Nursing Program includes:

________1. Complete Both the Health Sciences Division Practical Nursing Program Application and 
                      General Application:             
The application can be submitted online using the link on the website, or you can print out the application and once complete, drop it off at the front desk at ECTC main campus. Once your application is submitted, someone will reach out to you within 48 hours, to provide you additional information for completing your application.

______  2. Provide official High School, Vocational School, and College Transcripts: 
	Applicant must request that official transcripts from high school or GED (scores required) and all colleges attended be sent to ECTC Student Services for evaluation. The applicant is responsible for ensuring that all transcripts are received and evaluated by ECTC by the application deadline.

______  3. Take a Basic Skills Test If you DO NOT have an exemption:
      The Student Services Dean Will review your high school and college transcripts to determine whether this is a requirement for your application. 

______  4. Schedule an appointment to take the Test of Essential Academic Skills™ (TEAS®)
	The TEAS exam must be completed no sooner than one year prior to entry. A total score of 50% or above is considered proficient with consideration given also to individual reading and math scores. A score of 50% or above is preferred in these areas as well. 

______  5. If you are a Certified Nursing Assistant: You must submit a copy of your certification.

NOTE TO ALL STUDENTS: Admission to the program is competitive in nature and is not guaranteed. A selection committee ranks all applications and admission is granted to the most qualified applicants. It should be understood that satisfactorily meeting minimum requirements does not automatically guarantee admission. Applicants will be notified by mail and email of selection status. 


Advanced Placement Students will be considered for acceptance contingent upon determination of program placement based on previous program completion of PCT or CNA. 

UPON CONDITIONAL ACCEPTANCE into the Practical Nursing Program, the following will be required:

______ 1. Satisfactory Fingerprint/Criminal Background Check. Must be completed through ECTC. No other results will be accepted. Information will be provided in the conditional acceptance packet. 

______ 2. 10-Panel Drug Screening – with Satisfactory Results. Must be completed through ECTC provider. No other results will be accepted. Information will be provided in the conditional acceptance packet. 

______ 3. Medical Examination/Physical – with Satisfactory Results. 
	An applicant must submit a complete physical exam report signed by a Physician (MD/DO), a Physician Assistance (PA), or an Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN). A form will be provided, and the applicant will be given a deadline for submission.

______ 4. Current PPD or TB Test or Declination with X-Ray results within 1 year

______ 5. Current Immunization Record:
	An applicant must submit a complete and current immunization record signed by a Primary Care Physician or Health Department Staff. Immunizations include: Polio (3 doses), Hepatitis B series, Tetanus (within 10 years), Measles, Mumps Rubella (2 doses), Chicken Pox Vaccine or Titer, COVID-19 Vaccine or Exemption. A form will be provided in the conditional acceptance packet with a deadline for submission.

______ 6. CPR Requirement:
	It is mandatory that each student be certified in adult, infant and child CPR to attend clinical rotations in the hospitals, nursing homes, etc. The requirement for our program is to be certified by the American Heart Association (BCLS-C) for Healthcare Provider. Students are expected to present a current CPR card on the FIRST DAY OF CLASS.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Upon completion of all admission requirements, and acceptance into the Practical Nursing Program, the student must maintain a 2.0 GPA to continue in the program.

IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STUDENT TO MAINTAIN COMMUNICATION WITH HIS/HER/THEIR ADVISOR TO ENSURE THAT THE APPLICATION PACKET IS COMPLETE AND UP-TO-DATE WITH CURRENT ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS.
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